and lead ns through interminable labyrinths, we are obliged to content ourselves, on this occasion, with certain subjects, as a precursor to its more intimate relations which may from time to tirhe appear, ever trusting that as the discoveries of to-day are but the finger-posts that point to the triumph of the morrow, so may we be induced to patiently study the complex and varied changes occuring in the mouth that we may practice our profession intelligently and successfully.
The first of these subjects, therefore, which attracts our attention is reaction of oral fluids. It will be remembered that three distinct pairs of Other acids found in the mouth are lactic, citric, malic, frequently the mineral acids. The presence of these vegetable acids is attributed to their being set free during the mastication of the fruits containing them. Lactic acid exists in the mouths of those afflicted with gout, rheuma-497 monia, which, in its turn, becoming decomposed, and an oxide of nitrogen formed, of course nitric acid will be the result.
In organic structures, sulphur is always united with albu* men, and the same causes that produce sulphuretted hydrogen in the mouth will assist in forming sulphuric acid.
Hydrochloric acid is contained in the gastric fluids, but the quantity that would be found in the mouth from this source as by eructation, is so trifling that its consideration will not*at present be attempted; besides 
